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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL THURS- 
DAY JANUARY 19 HEADED "A BUMP IN THE ROAD TO PEACE." 


2. BOTH ANWAR SADAT'S IMPULSIVE DECISION TO RECALL HIS 
FOREIGN MINISTER FROM THE POLITICAL TALKS IN JERUSALEM 
AND MENAHEM BEGIN'S BLUNT TALK THE NIGHT BEFORE AT A 
DIPLOMATIC DINNER FOR MIDEAST NEGOTIATORS HAVE TO BE 
PUT DOWN TO THE INEXPERIENCE OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL IN 
PEACE-SEEKING. WE SAY THIS NOT MERELY BECAUSE WE 
BELIEVE THAT MR. SADAT AND MR. BEGIN HAVE MADE A COM- 
MITMENT TO NEGOTIATIONS THAT NEITHER CAN ABANDON UNTIL 
ALL POSSIBILITIES HAVE BEEN EXHAUSTED; CERTAINLY TALKS 
IN THEIR SECOND DAY CAN'T BE SAID TO HAVE FAILED. WE 
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SAY IT ALSO BECAUSE IT IS SIMPLY UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT 
THE TWO TO PUT ASIDE OVERNIGHT ATTITUDES AND ANTAGONISMS 
AND ANXIETIES BUILT UP OVER THREE DECADES OF DISTRUST 
AND WAR. 


3. ON JAN. 4 AT ASWAN, PRESIDENT CARTER SECURED MR. 
SADAT'S AGREEMENT TO LANGUAGE ON SETTLEMENT PRINCIPLES 
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THAT MR. BEGIN AT ONCE INDICATED MIGHT SATISFY ISRAEL. 

IN THE NEXT EEW DAYS, HOWEVER, IN APPARENT REACTION TO 
POLITICAL PRESSURES WHOSE SOURCE IS NOT ALTOGETHER 
CLEAR, MR. SADAT NOTICEABLY HARDENED HIS OWN PUBLIC 
LANGUAGE. MR. BEGIN, HIMSELE EAR FROM FREE OE POLITI- 
CAL PRESSURE, RESPONDED WITH A DEEIANT STATEMENT ALL THE 
MORE TROUBLING FOR BEING DELIVERED AT A DINNER ATTENDED 
NOT ONLY BY THE EGYPTIAN DIPLOMATS IN JERUSALEM BUT BY 
THE U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE AND 15 CONGRESSMEN. NONE- 
THELESS, THE JERUSALEM TALKS THE NEXT DAY WENT WELL. 

THE ISRAELI CABINET WAS DELIBERATING ON THE ASWAN 
LANGUAGE WHEN THE SADAT BOMBSHELL WENT OEF. 

3. MR. SADAT'S DRAMATIC STREAK WAS PEREECTLY SUITED 

TO BREAKING THE ARAB-ISRAELI PSYCHOLOGICAL LOGJAM; IT IS 
LESS PEREECTLY SUITED TO THE UNAVOIDABLY LONG AND BUMPY 
HAUL OP NEGOTIATIONS. MR. BEGIN'S EMOTIONALITY COMES 
NATURALLY TO A VETERAN OP THE UNDERGROUND AND THE POLI- 
TICAL OPPOSITION; IT IS NOT THE KIND OP PRECISION 
INSTRUMENT ONE WOULD RECOMMEND POR DELICATE DIPLOMACY. 
TO SAY THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT TO SAY THAT EITHER SIDE 
CANNOT LEARN TO COPE WITH THE OTHER'S STYLE AND TO 
MODERATE HIS OWN. 

4. FOR THE UNITED STATES, WHAT IS ESSENTIAL IS NOT TO 
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TAKE SIDES. MR. SADAT MAY WELL BE TEMPTED TO SEE IP HE 
CANNOT CASH IN SOME OP THE POLITICAL CHIPS HE HAS 
EARNED - AND EARNED PAIRLY AND ABUNDANTLY - IN THE 
LAST TWO MONTHS AND CONVERT THEM INTO AMERICAN PRESSURE 
ON ISRAEL. THE ISRAELIS HAVE NEVER SHIED FROM USING 
POLITICAL JUJITSU TO BRING AMERICAN WEIGHT TO BEAR TO 
THEIR OWN ADVANTAGE. BUT THE AMERICAN REQUIREMENT IS TO 
HELP THE PARTIES KEEP THE NEGOTIATING GOING, AND THIS IT 
CAN DO EFPECTIVELY ONLY IP IT MAINTAINS DETACHMENT PROM, 
AND THE CONPIDENCE OP, BOTH ARABS AND ISRAELIS. NO 
SOONER HAD MR. SADAT PULLED HIS POLITICAL DELEGATION OUT 
OP JERUSALEM YESTERDAY THAN MR. CARTER URGED HIM TO 
RECEIVE THE ISRAELI MILITARY DELEGATION ON SCHEDULE IN 
CAIRO ON SATURDAY. MR. SADAT AGREED. THE ROAD TO PEACE 
IS BUMPY - BUT PAR FROM BLOCKED. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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